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fantry and cavalry, and rode along their front,
making a speech to his men to inspire them with
the same enthusiasm that he himself felt. He then
gave the order to charge. This little band made
several charges, of course unsuccessful ones, but
inflicted a loss upon the enemy more than equal to
their own entire number. Colonel Read fell mor-
tally wounded, and then "Washburn; and at the
close of the conflict nearly every officer of the com-
mand and most of the rank and file had been either
killed or wounded. The remainder then surren-
dered. The Confederates took this to be only the
advance of a larger column which had headed them
off, and so stopped to intrench; so that this gallant
band of six hundred had checked the progress of a
strong detachment of the Confederate army.

This stoppage of Lee's column no doubt saved
to us the trains following. Lee himself pushed on
and crossed the wagon-road bridge near the High
Bridge, and attempted to destroy it. He did set
fire to it, but the flames had made but little head-
way when Humphreys came up with his corps and IM<L esa, ess
drove away the rear-guard which had been left to
protect it while it was being burned up. Humphreys
forced his way across with some loss, and followed
Lee to the intersection of the road crossing at Farm-
ville with the one from Petersburg. Here Lee held
a position which was very strong naturally, besides
being intrenched. Humphreys was alone, confront-
ing him all through the' day, and in a very hazard-
ous position. He put on a bold face, however, and
assaulted with some loss, but was not assaulted in
return.

Our cavalry had gone farther south by the way of /#*! through, Roadt howovor?
